
783 Hard Road, Webster, New York 

Mission Statement 
St Paul’s Parish Family exists for the purpose of witnessing and proclaiming the message of Jesus Christ, that message 

proclaimed in word, worship, service:  love God, love your neighbor as yourself. 

July 26, 2020    Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

ST. PAUL’S  
CHURCH 

 



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Gitau    fr.paul.gitau@dor.org 
Deacon:  Mark Robbins  mark.robbins@dor.org 
Confirmation Prep. Coordinator:  Bonnie Serio x27                      bonnie.serio@dor.org 
Faith Formation & Youth Coordinator: Sue Ward  671-2110        susan.ward@dor.org 
Business Manager:  Robin Martz  x30   robin.martz@dor.org 
Rectory Housekeeper: Helen Stirpe    helen.stirpe@dor.org 
Maintenance Coordinator:  Ben O’Brien                                           ben.obrien@dor.org 
Administrative Asst.: Jodie Hickey x21    jodie.hickey@dor.org 
Finance Council Chair: Tom Napoli   
Parish Council Chair: Paul Pumputis 
Parish Trustees: Deb Urtz-Gleason & Dave Galeazzo  
Multi Parish Finance Director:                                      
Joan Sullivan: 671-1100 x21                                                                joan.sullivan@dor.org 
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Let Us Pray for Those in the 
Military 

 
 
 
 

 
Jason Aman                     Josh Bartlett 
Zach Bartlett                       Sean Black 
Bryan Gross               Andrew O’Brien 
Tom Weisenreder         Cydney Blong 
Mason Serrano      Michael J. Desiato 
Andrew Zani                Daniel Thomas 
Jay Riesenberger          

Office Contact Info 
The parish office is still closed to visitors, however we are in the office to answer 
phone calls on Monday-Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Thursday &  
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to Noon.   
 
 

Phone: 671- 2100 
Emergency Number:  369-9687 

Website:  www.stpaulsrcc.org 
Diocese of Rochester:  www.dor.org 

YTD collections include Christmas collection of $16,938 and Easter collection 
$10,922. 
St. Paul Church relies on the generous contributions of our parishioners to continue 
providing the programs and ministries of the parish. 

 June 2020 July 2019 - June 2020 

Collections $29,970 $526,924 

Donations/
other revenue 

$2,665 $84,467 

Expenses $(38,988) $(600,035) 

Operating  
surplus/deficit 

$(6,353) $11,356 

Financial Snapshot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lots of additional information 
is available on St. Paul's web 
site, stpaulsrcc.org.  Below 
are a few important items 
you might want to check out: 

• Sign up weekly to attend 
weekend Mass 

• Watch Sunday Mass live 
streaming on Facebook 

•Read the weekly bulletin 
•Donate online 

•Contact a staff member 

 
 
 
 

Mass Times 
Saturday, 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Confession 
Saturday 2:00-3:00 p.m. or by  

appointment  
 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday, Wednesday &  
Thursday at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament 

Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
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Toilet Paper and Face Masks: Who Would Have Thought 
 

Toilet paper! Who could have imagined that toilet paper would be one of the most iconic images of the Coronavirus epidem-
ic? As the crisis unfolded in the U.S, the evening news was saturated with video showing long lines of customers waiting for 
stores to open in the morning; waiting not so much for foodstuffs, but for sanitary products such as hand wipes and sanitiz-
ers, but most especially for toilet paper.  The proof was in the countless images showing empty shelves in supermarkets and 
purchase limits placed on toilet paper by store managers. 
 

At the same time social media was flooded with stories of panic buying, mass hysteria in the toilet paper aisles, critiques of 
hoarding shoppers, comical images showing novel uses for toilet paper, e.g. the wedding gown made exclusively out of toilet 
paper. 
 

Experts attempting to explain the mass rush to the toilet paper aisles offered a variety of opinions, the domino effect is one. 
As soon as people see customers leaving stores with carts filled with toilet paper, hysteria sets in and everyone heads to the 
store to make sure they get their own supply. Other theories have to do with one’s need for comfort, safety, and security in 
a time of crisis. Having a supply of toilet paper on hand is an inexpensive means of satisfying those needs.   
 

But I have my own theory. When the coronavirus outbreak began to expand in the U.S., the supply of toilet paper in our 
home was at the low end. When we went to the store for groceries we were shocked to see the toilet paper shelves empty. 
While we had enough to last us another week or so, the lack of supply became concerning. As I began to think of possible 
substitutes, some quite unsavory, the reality of this health crisis began to set in. This is real, and it affects me, I thought. If I 
have no toilet paper, what else am I going to be lacking. Feelings of isolation and helplessness began to creep into my psy-
che. However, when we, by chance, were finally able to purchase toilet paper, and I made sure it was more than one pack-
age, those feelings dissipated. Curiously, I felt I had distanced myself from the crisis.  The dictionary calls that catharsis. In 
other words, toilet paper had become a cathartic, a tool that enabled people to distance themselves from the crisis at hand.        

 

Presently, while stores still limit the quantity a customer can purchase, most have a ready supply of toilet paper on the 
shelves, along with many of the other items that were noticeably missing in the early days of the crisis. Thus, toilet paper has 
given sway to a more prominent and controversial icon – the mask. 

 

From the earliest days the face mask has been at the epicenter of the COVID-19 crisis. Some experts said masks weren’t nec-
essary. Others proclaimed they were in fact harmful. Still others said only infected people needed to wear masks. In states 
that mandated the use of masks, the mask became a symbol of oppression to those who felt their constitutional rights were 
being violated. When it became evident that masks were helpful in preventing the spread of the disease the argument 
swung to which masks work; surgical, homemade cloth, bandanas, etc. Soon surgical style masks, like toilet paper, flew off 
the shelves to the point that they could not be found in most stores. This led to a plethora of volunteers making homemade 
masks of all shapes, styles and colors. Even as municipalities began to handout medical grade masks for free and store 
shelves restocked, the homemade mask became a mainstay. 

 

As we approach the sixth month of the COVID-19 pandemic the evidence is overwhelming that masks work to prevent the 
spread of the virus. Still, some states refuse to mandate their use and many people refuse to where them. To that end, news 
(and social) media is saturated with graphics, statistics, and arguments imploring people to wear a mask, not so much for 
their own sake, but for that of others since asymptomatic victims can inadvertently spread the virus.  

 

When I look out from the altar towards the congregation of St Paul’s, I see people wearing masks of a variety of shapes, 
styles and colors, reflective of the diversity of the people wearing them. But, as important as the mask might be for our 
health and safety, it is also important that we remember that behind each mask is a person, a human being created in the 
image of God whom we are called to love, respect, and serve.  

 

As inconvenient as it may be, wearing masks allows us to safely gather and worship together as a faith community. Here at 
Saint Paul’s, we are extremely grateful for the cooperation of our parishioners. However, should you accidently arrive at 
Church without a mask, the greeters will gladly provide one for you. We also have plenty of toilet paper should the need 
arise!  

Seeds for the Journey 

Deacon Mark 
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Communion Logistics Update 
If you have been back to mass or watched on the live 
stream you likely have noticed changes from week to 
week in our procedures.  We are trying to maintain social 
distancing and keep everyone safe while efficiently as-
sisting with the entrance, seating and exit of dozens of 
people on a weekly basis.  We try something, and if it 
doesn’t work, we change it to make it better.  We appre-
ciate your patience as we work this all out. 
 
A current concern is the logistics of Communion.  With-
out the old aisles separating the sections it is difficult to 
see how to return to one’s seat after receiving.  People 
were weaving through multiple seats to get back to their 
own which was not the best practice. 
 
To eliminate this we have made “aisles” with double 
lines of red tape between sections A&B and C&D.  So 
after you receive the Body of Christ, please return via the 
“aisle” and then over to your seat. The ushers will be 
providing guidance. 
 
Also we have realized that to make this work, more vol-
unteers are needed.  So in addition to our usual 2 ushers 
at each mass, we hope to add 2 communion helpers.  At 
communion these helpers would assist the ushers in di-
recting the folks in each section with coming up and re-
turning to their seats. 
 
If you would like to be a communion helper or an usher, 
please contact Jodie or Robin in the office and we can 
give you the details of what is involved.  We need you!  
Ushering is for the whole mass, communion helper is 
only at Communion. 
 
Let’s try this and see if it works!  Thank you for your pa-

tience as we continually make adjustments for the safety 

of all. 

Saints of the Summer 
Ignatius Loyola 

Ignatius Loyola was born in 
Guipuzcoa, in northern Spain.  
As a boy, he dreamed of be-
coming a famous soldier.  As a 
soldier in the Spanish army, 
he was badly wounded.  Dur-
ing his long and painful recov-

ery he read the life of Jesus Christ and lives 
of the saints.  These books inspired him to 
change his goals.  He wanted to dedicate his 
life to Jesus.  He devoted long hours to pray-
er and to caring for the sick.  He wrote a 
book called The Spiritual Exercises to help 
people become more like Christ. 
 

Ignatius decided to study for the priesthood.  
His life of prayer and simplicity influenced 
several of his fellow students.  After they 
were ordained priests, they all made a spe-
cial vow of obedience to the Pope.  They 
called themselves the Society of Jesus and 
receive formal recognition as a religious or-
der from Pope Paul III.  The society of Jesu 
soon came to be known as the Jesuits. 
 

Ignatius was elected as the Jesuits’ first gen-
eral, or leader.  He saw Jesuits start schools, 
lead retreats based on the Spiritual Exercis-
es, and send off to far away countries as mis-
sionaries.  Today the Jesuits form the largest 
male religious order in the Catholic Church, 
and are present in almost every country in 
the world.  The Spiritual Exercises that Ignati-
us wrote so many years ago remains popular 
today as a way to grow closer to Christ. 

Born: 1491 
Died: July 
31, 1556 
Feast Day: 
July 31 



Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
Victims of sexual abuse should always report to the civil authorities.  
To receive help and guidance from the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Rochester, contact our Victim Assistance Coordinator: 

Deborah Housel 
585-328-3228 x1555 

Toll-free: 1-800-388-7177 x 1555 
Or by email, victimsassistance@dor.org 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
Any concerns related to financial fraud can be reported  

anonymously: 
Financial Fraud Hotline 
1-800-388-7177 x1266 

Reports may also be made in writing to: 
Internal Audit Department—Diocese of Rochester 

1150 Buffalo Road—Rochester, NY 14624 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE WEST-
ERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

In re Diocese of Rochester Case No. 19-20905 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT, On September 12, 2019, the 
Diocese of Rochester ("Diocese") filed for protection under 
chapter 11 of title 11 of the United States Code (the 
"Bankruptcy Code").  The Bankruptcy Court has established 
August 13, 2020 at 11:59 p.m. (prevailing Eastern time) as the 
deadline to file proofs of claim against the Diocese (the "Bar 
Date").  If you have a claim against the Diocese, including, with-
out limitation, a claim related to sexual abuse committed by any 
pers on connected with the Diocese, you must file a claim on or 
before the Bar Date.  Please visit https://case.stretto.com/
rochesterdiocese or call (855) 347-3773 for more information on 
how to file your proof of claim.  IF YOU DO NOT TIMELY FILE 
A PROOF OF CLAIM, YOU MAY FORFEIT YOUR RIGHT TO 
VOTE ON ANY PLAN OF REORGANIZATION AND TO 
SHARE IN ANY DISTRIBUTIONS MADE TO CREDITORS IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE DEBTOR'S CHAPTER 11 CASE. 
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Webster Backpack Program Needs 
Your Help! 

As many of you know, St. Paul's has been assisting the Web-
ster Backpack Program for several years via our Lenten Food 
Drive.  This program provides weekend food for the children 
in the Webster schools and they are gearing up for the up-
coming school year.   
 

On Saturday August 22 they will be accepting donations 
from 9 AM to 2 PM in the parking lot behind the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church at 131 W. Main St., corner of Daniel Drive 
in the village of Webster.  Volunteers will take the food 
from your car so you need not interact with others. 
 

Suggested items are kid friendly food such as:  peanut 
butter, jelly, mac & cheese, canned tuna and chicken, pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, cereal, instant oatmeal, soup, ramen noo-
dles, canned vegetables, juice boxes, shelf stable milk, gran-

ola bars, fruit cups, applesauce cups and pudding cups. 
Many thanks for your generosity!!! 

Giving Options 

Go to our web site 
(stpaulsrcc.org)  
and click on the  
DONATE link.   

 

Or give through your 
bank’s online bill pay  

feature. 
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